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Key Findings from 
HOME² Research



● Identify significant challenges faced by students while searching for quality, 
reliable, and affordable accommodations across Europe; 

● Investigate key stakeholders perspectives on the Student Accommodation 
sector; 

● Explore potential improvements for the development of the Student 
Accommodation sector at the European level.

Aims of the HOME² Research



European Framework 
of the Students Mobility Flow

and their Accommodation Needs



Erasmus+ Mobility Framework

A large number of students participate annually, but 
their profiles are vastly different. 35% (420.988) in HE 

● Short-cycle tertiary education 
● Bachelor’s or equivalent level
● Master’s or equivalent level
● Doctoral or equivalent level 

89%  (287.003) EU

5%  (14.938) Third Countries Associated
6%  (20.469) Third Countries not Associated

● 63%  (201.571) Female
● 37%  (120.476) Male
● 0,11%  (363) Undefined

Data Source: Erasmus+ Annual report 2022 and Erasmus+ Mobility data 2021/2022 - Key Action 1

1.2 Million
Erasmus+ Participants

Field of Investigation

Profile of Erasmus + Student



Geographical Distribution of the EU’s Higher Education Institutions (2022). Geographical Distribution of the EU’s Universities (2022).

Field of Investigation
European Tertiary Education Landscape

Data Source: HOME2 Lab Research

Total n. of HEIs: 2.766
• Northern Europe: 210 (8%)
• Western Europe: 1.037 (37%)
• Central and Eastern Europe: 791 (29%)
• Southern Europe: 728 (26%)

Total n. of Universities: 1.323 (50% of HEIs)  
• Northern Europe: 112 (8%)
• Western Europe: 542 (41%)
• Central and Eastern Europe: 396 (30%)
• Southern Europe: 273 (21%)

1. Germany (297)
2. Poland (173)
3. Spain (101)
4. Italy (99)
5. France (75)

1. Poland (382)
2. Germany (330)
3. France (294)
4. Italy (267)
5. Belgium (188)



Top 5  E+ Destinations
By country 

SPAIN 18% (50.497)
(Barcelona, Madrid, Valencia, Granada, Sevilla)

ITALY  11% (32.741) 
(Rome, Milan,  Bologna, Turin, Padova)

GERMANY  11% (31.522)
(Berlin, Munich, Koeln, Frankfurt, Hamburg)

FRANCE  10% (27.478)
(Paris, Lille, Lyon, Toulouse, Montpellier)

PORTUGAL  6% (16.442)
(Lisbon, Porto, Coimbra, Aveiro, Braganca)

55% 
(158.680)

Data Source: Erasmus+ Mobility data 2021/2022 - Key Action 1

25%

75%(Porto, Bologna, Stockholm, 
Munich, Granada, Sevilla, Athens, 
Kraków, Copenhagen, Helsinki, 
Turin, Leuven, Brno, Malaga, Gent, 
etc.)

Other European University Cities

ES Barcelona
7.685

ES Madrid

6.968
FR Paris

6.847
PT Lisbon

6.629
ES Valencia

5.424

CZ Prague

5.393
IT Rome

5.383
DE Berlin

4.733
IT Milan

4.660
AT Wien

4.365

BE Brussels

4.130
HU Budapest

4.125
IE Dublin

3.385
NL Amsterdam

2.851
PL Warsaw

2.783

Top 15 European University  Cities

Top 15 E+ Destinations
By city



EU Countries 
In-Depth Analysis

Erasmus+ Incoming Students

1.  E+ Students by Top Destination Cities 

2.  E+ Students and Universities by Districts

3.  E+ Students by Period of Stay

Data Source: Erasmus+ Mobility data 2021/2022 - Key Action 1



EU Countries 
In-Depth Analysis

Erasmus+ Incoming Students

1.  E+ Students by Top Destination Cities 

2.  E+ Students and Universities by Districts 

3.  E+ Students by Period of Stay

Data Source: Erasmus+ Mobility data 2021/2022 - Key Action 1



EU Countries 
In-Depth Analysis
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EU Analysis Results | Mobility Distribution Patterns

Austria - Bulgaria - Cyprus - Czechia - Estonia - Hungary 
- Luxembourg - Slovakia

Belgium - Denmark - Spain - Greece - Croatia – Ireland -
Malta – Portugal - Romania 

Germany – Finland – France – Italy – Netherlands –
Poland – Sweden 

City - Polarised Region - Polarised Widespread

14%
of E+ Students

38%
of E+ Students

48%
of E+ Students

Data Source: Erasmus+ Mobility data 2021/2022 - Key Action 1



EU Average Distribution of Accommodation Demand

The Four Groups of Accommodation Demand by Period of Stay 

Data Source: Erasmus+ Mobility data 2021/2022 - Key Action 1

≤ 1 Month

Country
% on E+ 
Students

Czechia 2%

Greece 1%

Lithuania 1%

Netherlands 1%

Slovakia 1%

1 ≤ T ≤ 3 Months

Country
% on E+ 
Students

Malta 50%

Greece 22%

Bulgaria 20%

Slovakia 20%

Cyprus 19%

3 ≤ T ≤ 6 Months

Country
% on E+ 
Students

Latvia 80%

Finland 79%

Croatia 77%

Slovenia 76%

Sweden 76%

6 ≤ T ≤ 12 Months

Country
% on E+ 
Students

Germany 25%

Italy 25%

Luxembourg 25%

Ireland 23%

France 22%

EU Analysis Results
Student Accommodation 
Demand 

• T1 | Short – Term Stay 
Rent Flexibility  +++++
Community Connection  +++++

• T2 | Mid – Term Stay 
Rent Flexibility +++++
Community Connection  +++++

• T3 | Monthly – Term Stay 
Rent Flexibility  +++++          
Community Connection  +++++

• T4 | Weekly – Stay 
Rent Flexibility  +++++           
Community Connection  +++++

Period of Stay % on Tot. 
E+ Students

E+ 
Students

T1 3 < T ≤ 6 Months 68% 196.209

T2 6 < T ≤ 12 Months 18% 51.747

T3 1 < T ≤ 3 Months 13% 37.634

T4 ≤ 1 Month 1% 1.398

The Five Most Representative Countries by T Group

T1 T2 T3 T4



Key Takeaways from Student Mobility Flow Investigation

● Analyzing Student Mobility Flow (Widespread, Region-Polarised, City-Polarised) provides a data-
driven foundation for informed, tailored, and multilevel decision-making in student housing policy 
development. 

● Pan-European Policies should establish EU-level regulatory frameworks for minimum housing 
quality standards and equity, facilitating best practice exchange. 

● National and Local Policies should prioritize strategies for affordable and regulated student housing 
market, specifically for: 

- Widespread Mobility, enhance public/non-profit funding and standardize quality criteria; 
- Region-Polarised Mobility, incentivize non-profit, community-led, and intergenerational housing;  
- City-Polarised Mobility, map capacity shortages, regulate housing conversion to transient 

tourism, and promote flexible short-term options.

● Finally, Local Institutions and Universities should increase local cooperation, offer flexible rental 
policies (T1-T4), and enhance community connection development.



From the freedom to move 
to the freedom to stay:
Insight into the student responses



High housing costs

These findings highlight the 

pressing need for more 

affordable housing options

and financial support 

mechanisms to make mobility 

experiences accessible to all 

students.

Relative frequency of accommodation costs (N = 4,513)



Timing of housing 
confirmation

● Precarious housing situation 
increases costs

● Negatively impacts students’ 
ability to settle into their 
academic and social 
environments

Relative frequency of timing of housing confirmation (N = 4,509)



Housing scams

Students encountering housing 
scams during their mobility 
experience increased by 
182.4% compared to previous 
survey in 2023.

frequency of experiences scams during mobility (N = 7,139)



Accommodation 
type during 
mobility

● Shared housing with 
international students was most 
common (43.25%), 

● Fewer students (5.44%) 
reported living with locals 

Relative frequency of student housing preferences (N = 4,426)



Quality of 
accommodation

● 56% of students reported being satisfied, 
or very satisfied with the quality 
standards of their housing, nearly 1 in 2
students report less than satisfactory 
housing conditions.

● This shows that challenges don’t end 
with finding a place. Many students still 
face poor-quality living conditions, 
especially regarding shared spaces, well-
being support, and opportunities for 
social connection.

Distribution of satisfaction levels for housing quality (N = 4,148)



Institutional 
support

● 29.6% received information 
through their host institution’s 
website, making this the most 
common form of support

● There are significant gaps in 
institutional engagement, with 
opportunities for HEIs to expand 
their housing support services 

Relative frequency of institutional support in student accommodation 
search (N = 4,307)



Key Takeaways from EU Student Survey

● Mobile students with fewer opportunities should be given priority access to higher 
education institution housing.

● Mobility options should  be diversified by promoting destinations that are less over-
populated.

● National, regional and local authorities should prioritise measures to ensure the 
prevention of scams.

● National Agencies should implement stricter monitoring of the Erasmus Charter for 
Higher Education (ECHE) to ensure that HEIs provide clear housing information and 
support.



University Support
in Housing Provision



● University website dedicated to international mobility

● Social Networks

● Brochures

● Digital Services
● Accommodation Website

● Messaging Groups



Students and University 
services

• Different ways of managing hosting services:

Centralised vs Decentralised units.

• Most provide information or help with 
accommodation both about the hall itself and 
the private market.

• Some units are purely informative and offer no 
services.



Market Challenges in Public Student Accommodation

● High demand and rising costs coupled with budget constraints.

● Growing competition with private providers

● Maintenance and Facility Management



Key takeaways from HEIs

Promote partnership collaboration
● Encourage partnerships among universities, local authorities, and housing providers.

● Standardise quality benchmarks (e.g., quality labels) across higher education institutions.

Invest in infrastructure
● Allocate specific funds for the development of new public student housing or incentivise private investments.

Regulatory reforms
● Adjust national and local policies to reduce administrative burdens and allow for flexible rental arrangements, 

including short-term options.

Strengthen support mechanisms
● Establish centralised accommodation services at universities.

● Increase awareness and accessibility of financial incentives for both students and institutions.

● Develop effective communication strategies to engage with students. 



Q&A



The HOME² Project Solutions 
and Further Initiatives



The HOME project aims to: 

● Help mobile students and trainees in finding 
reliable and suitable accommodation during their 
study period abroad. 

● Identify physical and digital standard for student 
accommodation in Europe.

● Integrate the quality accommodation offer within 
the digital initiatives of the Erasmus+ Programme.



HOME2

Key Objectives

● Further implement the HOME2 Accommodation 
Module within the E+App by enhancing its 
features and developing two new quality labels: 
Diversity and Inclusion, and Sustainability.

● Foster European cooperation and the 
development of multi-stakeholder public debate 
for the student accommodation sector.

● Develop European Policy Insights to support the 
advancement of the student accommodation 
sector and promote a shared model of university 
hospitality services among European Union 
countries and in the E+ Program.



HOME Quality 
Labels

International 
Friendliness

Room
Quality

Super 
secure

Wheelchair
Accessible 

Well-equipped 
laundry

Well-equipped
kitchen

Premium 
Accommodation

Label Structure:  Criteria & Indicators



NEW Quality 
Labels: Inclusion & 
Sustainability

Turn to your neighbours, take 5 minutes to 
discuss: 

What does Inclusion & Sustainability mean for 
you when it comes to student housing? 

Share your opinion should be 
Key Indicators for a Quality Label on 

- Inclusion
- Sustainability

Label Structure:  Criteria & Indicators



poll-type-id

Share your indicators for 
Inclusion

Presenting with animations, GIFs or speaker notes? Enable our Chrome extension

logo-id

https://www.slido.com/support/gsi/how-to-change-the-design
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=V29yZENsb3Vk
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImZhNWJkNDQ4LTQ0NDQtNDg5NC05OWI5LTEyOTI2NmJhYzdhYSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUdLWFFabzI5WTlzcU54dUFaMzlSek1hQS1tQTYxRWFGbHczaV9CY1Vqc1UiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTc4OTQ5Nzk3MV8wIiwidGltZWxpbmUiOlt7InBvbGxRdWVzdGlvblV1aWQiOiI4NTU0N2Q2MS0zZWFkLTRkZTItYjgwNi05ZTJjNDU0ZmU1MGUiLCJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZX1dLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Qb2xsIn0%3D


poll-type-id

Share your indicators for 
Sustainability

Presenting with animations, GIFs or speaker notes? Enable our Chrome extension

logo-id

https://www.slido.com/support/gsi/how-to-change-the-design
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=V29yZENsb3Vk
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjFjZWU4ZWU5LTFlMzItNGY3OS04ZWE0LTgyYzNjMjdhY2Y2ZSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUdLWFFabzI5WTlzcU54dUFaMzlSek1hQS1tQTYxRWFGbHczaV9CY1Vqc1UiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE0NTA5MzI1NjJfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiNzM2NTg0ZGUtMWI3NS00OTY3LTg1NjktNTI2OTg5MmVmZDY2Iiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9


● Energy efficiency: Use of energy-efficient appliances and systems, 

adherence to green building standards, and implementation of 

renewable energy sources.

● Waste management: Effective waste reduction and recycling 

programs, including composting and proper disposal of hazardous 

materials.

● Water conservation: Installation of water-saving fixtures and systems 

to reduce water consumption.

● Eco-friendly materials: Use of sustainable, non-toxic building 

materials and furnishings.

Draft Quality Label: Sustainability



● Affordability measures: Housing must be priced within a range 
accessible to students from varied economic backgrounds, potentially 
offering tiered pricing or financial aid options.

● Non-discrimination policies: Explicit policies must be in place to prevent 
discrimination based on ethnicity, gender, religion, disability, sexuality or 
any other factors ensuring a welcoming and respectful environment.

● Universal design: Facilities must be designed or adapted to be 
accessible to all students, including those with physical disabilities. This 
includes features like ramps, elevators, wide doorways, and accessible 
bathrooms.

● Community engagement: Efforts to foster a sense of belonging through 
community-building activities and support services.

Draft Quality Label: Inclusion



HOME2 Solution:
Implementation of the Accommodation Module

● Platform Active in 9 EU Countries: 

Austria, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Poland, 
Portugal, Spain.

● Top 15 Erasmus+ Destinations

Lisbon, Madrid, Rome, Valencia, Milan, Barcelona, 
Budapest, Paris, Wien, Bologna, Warsaw, Berlin, 

Granada, Dublin, Seville.

● 25.000 Listings Available 



HOME Accommodation Module within the 
Erasmus+ App



poll-type-id

Join at slido.com
#CEE_HOME

Presenting with animations, GIFs or speaker notes? Enable our Chrome extension

logo-id

https://www.slido.com/support/gsi/how-to-change-the-design
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=Sm9pbg%3D%3D
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFHS1hRWm8yOVk5c3FOeHVBWjM5UnpNYUEtbUE2MUVhRmx3M2lfQmNVanNVIiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEkxNDQwMTIzNzQ2XzAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Kb2luaW5nIn0%3D


What do you see as 
challenge for housing 
module in the Erasmus+ 
App?

Presenting with animations, GIFs or speaker notes? Enable our Chrome extension

logo-id

poll-type-id

https://www.slido.com/support/gsi/how-to-change-the-design
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6IjEzMWMzY2I4LTc4NWYtNDVmYS04NDRiLTkwNGNjODg3ZjMyNSIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMUdLWFFabzI5WTlzcU54dUFaMzlSek1hQS1tQTYxRWFGbHczaV9CY1Vqc1UiLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE4MTUxNDc0ODJfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJzaG93UmVzdWx0cyI6dHJ1ZSwicG9sbFF1ZXN0aW9uVXVpZCI6IjczNWFhYzMzLTZmN2UtNDEwYS1iNTliLTdjNDMwZTJkYTM4ZiJ9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D


poll-type-id

Online Housing Module: What needs to 
be done to make it more accessible for 
YOUR university and YOUR students? 

Presenting with animations, GIFs or speaker notes? Enable our Chrome extension

logo-id

https://www.slido.com/support/gsi/how-to-change-the-design
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=T3BlblRleHQ%3D
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Join us in Milan

Politecnico di Milano
P.zza Leonardo Da Vinci 32
Building 3 - Ground Floor - Aula De Donato
May 6, 2026; 9:30-17:30

Registrations Open: December 1, 2026
Follow our “News” on:
https://www.thehomeproject.eu/

HOME² European Conference -
Building the Future of Student 
Housing in Europe

https://www.thehomeproject.eu/


See you in Milan in 2026!



Thank you!

info@home.eu

www.thehomeproject.eu
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